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Evaluations

e Under the Individuals with Disabilities Educatior? Ree®
(IDEA), a special education evaluation will determine
whether a child has a disability.

e If the child has a disability, the evaluation will also
determine the nature and extent of the special
education and related services the child needs.




Suspecting a Disability

e A parent or district must suspect that a child ]
has a disability in order to start the evaluation process.

e The district has 30 calendar days to obtain parental
consent to evaluate the child.

e An evaluation team planning meeting will be held, which
includes the parent, to plan and determine the tests
and activities which will be a part of the child’s
evaluation.




Parental Consent for Evaluation

e After the initial evaluation request is made, the

district has 30 calendar days to obtain parental consent to
evaluate the child.

e The request for consent must be in the parents’ home
language and include the reason for evaluation, how the
child will be tested, and who will conduct the tests.

e Parents can provide consent for all or some of the tests or
ask to adjust the testing timeline based on the child’s
needs.




Evaluation Procedures

e The evaluation must be conducted by the district |
and completed within 60 calendar days from the date of
consent.

e The district gathers relevant functional, developmental
and academic information about the child including
information from the parent.

e The evaluation must include a variety of assessment tools
and strategies specific to the student’s suspected
disability.
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Evaluation and Eligibility

e Once the evaluation is complete, the Evaluation™
Team, including the parent, will reconvene and
discuss the results.

e Based on the evaluation, the Evaluation Team
determines if the child qualifies as a child with a
disability under IDEA and if the child is eligible for
special education services.




Eligibility Determination Meeting

e People at the meeting must include:

o The parent/ guardian / caregiver
o The student’s general education teacher

o A special education teacher

o A school administrator who knows about general and special
education and who can make decisions regarding school resources

o The related service professional(s) who evaluated the student

o Other individuals that the parent or the district would like to invite
(such as advocates, family members, interpreters)




Eligibility Determination Meeting

e Discussion at the meeting typically focuses on:

@)

What area is the child struggling with and might need
assistance on?

How are these struggles impacting the child’s education?

m Education may include academics, behavior,
attention, social skills, and more.

Does the child need any accommodations, modifications,
specially designed instruction, and/or related services?




Evaluation Result: Child Found Eligible
a Child with a Disability

e If the child is determined eligible as a child with
disabilities under IDEA, the district has 30 calendar
days to develop an Individual Education Program
(IEP).

e An I[EP team meeting, which includes the parent, will
then be convened and an IEP will be developed based
on the evaluation and IEP Team discussion.




e If the child is determined not to be eligible as a

Evaluation Result: Child Found Not Eligibl

child with disabilities under IDEA, then the Evaluation team
will discuss why the child does not qualify under IDEA and
can discuss other interventions and supports that are
available for the child.

The evaluation team will not develop an IEP.

In addition, the district is required to provide the parent
with a prior written notice explaining the reason why the
child is not eligible for special education services.




e If the parent disagrees with the evaluation
determination, they can request an Independent
Educational Evaluation (IEE) from the district.

e Thereis no requirement that the request be in writing
but providing the district the request in writing
documents the request more formally.




Procedures

There are no timelines for the completion of the IEE
because it is outside the control of the district.

The district must review the IEE but does not have to
accept the results of the IEE.

The district can accept the entire IEE, parts of the IEE or
reject all of the IEE.

The district will send a prior written notice regarding the
acceptance or refusal of the IEE.




Reevaluation

e (Conducted for a student who has had a previous
evaluation.

e Completed every 3 years to determine if the child’s needs
have changed.

e Sometimes called a triennial reevaluation.

e The district and the parent can agree that a full reevaluation
Is not required because there are no significant changes.

o In this case, the district would perform a record review
instead.




Early Reevaluation

e Arequest for a reevaluation prior to the reevaluation 1
deadline can be made by either the parent or the district.

e Early reevaluation can be requested when there are
academic or behavioral changes such as if:

o The child is not progressing or is regressing.
o The child’s needs are not being adequately met.

o There is new information or a change related to the child’s
condition.

o There are new concerns which impact the child’'s education.




Reevaluation Process

e The parent will receive an invitation to the

reevaluation meeting and a notice of the intention to
re-evaluate.

e The evaluation team, which includes the parent, is
reconvened and will plan the reevaluation including
what tests will be administered and what additional
information needs to be collected.




