
 
Answer Key 

Listening Guide: Understanding Individualized Education Programs (IEP) 
 

What is an Individualized 
Education Program (IEP)? 

An IEP is a legal document under Federal 
law used for children in public schools 
who need special education. It outlines 
the special education, specially designed 
instruction, services, and support specific 
to the child to succeed in school. 

Who needs an IEP? Children in public schools who need 
special education require an IEP. 

What federal law is the basis for 
the IEP? 

The IEP is based on Federal law, 
specifically referencing IDEA (Individuals 
with Disabilities Education Act). 

When must the IEP Team convene 
after a child is determined eligible 
for special education services? 

The IEP Team must convene within 30 
days of the evaluation team completing 
the initial evaluation and determining 
eligibility for special education services. 

Who must the district invite to the 
IEP Team meeting to discuss 
services and supports? 

The district must send the parent an 
invitation for the IEP Team meeting to 
discuss which services and supports the 
child requires. 

What are three required members 
of the IEP Team by law? 

Three required members of the IEP Team 
by law include at least one parent, at least 
one of the child's general education 
teachers, and at least one of the child's 
special education teachers. (Other 
possibilities include a school district 
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representative, the child, a translator, or 
related services provider). 

What information is included in the 
"Present Levels of Performance" 
section of an IEP? 

The "Present Levels of Performance" 
section includes the starting point or 
baseline measurements for the child. It 
describes how the child is doing now, 
including current skills, strengths, and 
areas of growth based on assessment 
data, and helps plan for the child's goals. 

What are the three required 
components of a measurable IEP 
goal? 

A measurable goal must contain a clearly 
defined behavior, the condition under 
which the behavior is performed, and 
performance criteria. 

What is one example of a related 
service that may be included in an 
IEP? 

Examples of related services include 
Transportation, Occupational therapy, 
Psychiatric services, Speech Therapy, 
and Physical Therapy. 

When must transition planning 
begin for a child with disabilities? 

Transition planning must begin no later 
than the first IEP in effect when the child 
turns 16 years old, but can begin younger 
if determined by the IEP Team or State 
law. For example, in Ohio the age is 14. 
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