
 

 
FAQ: Special Education Evaluations 

 
 

What is the purpose of a special education evaluation under IDEA? 
Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a special education 
evaluation serves two main purposes: 

​​ To determine whether a child has a disability. 
​​ If a child is found to have a disability, the evaluation also determines the nature 

and extent of the special education and related services the child needs. 
​​  

Who can initiate the evaluation process for a suspected disability? 
Either a parent or the school district must suspect that a child has a disability in order to 
begin the evaluation process. 
 
What is the timeline for obtaining parental consent for an evaluation? 
After an initial evaluation request is made, the school district has 30 calendar days to 
obtain parental consent to evaluate the child. The request for consent must be in the 
parents' home language and include the reason for evaluation, how the child will be 
tested, and who will conduct the tests. Parents have the right to provide consent for all 
or some of the tests or ask to adjust the testing timeline based on the child's needs. 
 
What is the timeline for completing the evaluation once parental consent is 
obtained? 
The evaluation must be conducted by the district and completed within 60 calendar 
days from the date of consent. 
 
What happens after the evaluation is complete? 
Once the evaluation is complete, the Evaluation Team, which includes the parent, will 
reconvene to discuss the results. Based on the evaluation, the Evaluation Team 
determines if the child qualifies as a child with a disability under IDEA and if the child is 
eligible for special education services. 
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Who attends an Eligibility Determination Meeting? 
The people who must attend an Eligibility Determination Meeting include: 

​​ The parent/guardian/caregiver 
​​ The student's general education teacher 
​​ A special education teacher 
​​ A school administrator who knows about general and special education and can 

make decisions regarding school resources 
​​ The related service professional(s) who evaluated the student 
​​ Other individuals that the parent or the district would like to invite, such as 

advocates, family members, or interpreters. 
​​  

What happens if a child is found eligible as a child with a disability? 
If a child is determined eligible as a child with disabilities under IDEA, the district has 30 
calendar days to develop an Individual Education Program (IEP). An IEP team meeting, 
which includes the parent, will be convened to develop the IEP based on the evaluation 
and IEP Team discussion. 
 
What is an Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) and when can it be 
requested? 
An Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) is an evaluation conducted by a qualified 
professional who is not employed by the school district. If a parent disagrees with the 
school district's evaluation determination, they can request an IEE from the district. 
While there is no requirement for the request to be in writing, providing the district the 
request in writing documents it more formally. There are no timelines for the completion 
of an IEE because it is outside the control of the district. The district must review the IEE 
but does not have to accept the results. The district can accept the entire IEE, parts of 
the IEE, or reject all of the IEE, and will send a prior written notice regarding the 
acceptance or refusal. 
 
 

 

2 


	What is the purpose of a special education evaluation under IDEA? 
	Under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), a special education evaluation serves two main purposes: 
	Who can initiate the evaluation process for a suspected disability? 
	What is the timeline for obtaining parental consent for an evaluation? 
	 
	What is the timeline for completing the evaluation once parental consent is obtained? 
	What happens after the evaluation is complete? 
	Who attends an Eligibility Determination Meeting? 
	What happens if a child is found eligible as a child with a disability? 
	What is an Independent Educational Evaluation (IEE) and when can it be requested? 

